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Reminder:
Cold weather is
approaching
please bring in

Teacher Spotlight!
Each month we will be
spotlighting one of our
amazing teachers! This
month we are spotlighting Miss Ashley from our
Ready Set for Kindergarten classroom.
Hello families! My name is
Miss Ashley I am very
Pleased to be your assistant preschool teacher here
at The Education Center.
This is my first year in the
education field and I am
very excited to be learning
and teaching along side all
of you.
I am currently in college at
Grand Canyon University
pursuing my degree in
Early Childhood and Special Education. I have an
interpersonal communica-

tion certificate and a well
established background in
culinary arts. I absolutely
love school myself and can't
wait to pass my passion for
learning on to all your family's.
I was Born in Hartford
Connecticut and raised by
my adoptive parents in
Danbury Connecticut
where I found a love for
cooking. I graduated Henry
Abbott Tech High school in
2008 with a culinary arts
background. Though cooking will always be my first
love I have found passionate love for education and
excelling the minds of
young children.
When I am not teaching
and planning fun things to
do with your children I

enjoy exercising, cooking,
and spending time with my
two children Lyrik and
Braxton who both attend
the education center. I am
very open to having conversations with parents
throughout the year, please
feel free to contact me with
any questions or concerns. I
look forward to partnering
with all of you to best support your child's educational needs.

Miss Ashley

dren’s costumes were
adorable! In November
we held our first Parents’
Group meeting and came
up with some great ideas,
one of which was the
Teacher Spotlight above.
We will hold another
meeting in January,
watch your email for the
date!
We are looking to add
some materials to our
outdoor play space and

Upcoming Events
 12/7 Cookies & Cocoa 2 6:30 pm
 12/25 Center Closed
 12/26-12/29 New
Milford Public
Schools Closed
 1/1/18 Center
Closed

Inside this issue:

Director’s News
The past few months
have been excitedly busy
at The Education Center!
Our Fall Potluck and
Costume
Parade
was a
blast! It
was
great to
see so
many
families
come
together and the chil-

hats, gloves,
warm jackets,
snow pants,
and boots!

Buzzing Bees News

would like to reach out to
families for donations. A
list of desired items is on
page 4 of this newsletter.
If you have some of these
items that you can spare
we would greatly appreciate it!
Don’t forget our Cookies
& Cocoa event on December 7th at 6:30 pm!
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Buzzing Bees News
Time is just flying by much too fast!
Hard to think that December is here
ALREADY.
We have said a quick goodbye to a few
of our classmates, as they have moved
up to the Hummingbirds classroom.
They seem to be enjoying the new experiences very much! The Buzzing Bees
have been helping some of our infants
prepare for the transition to our classroom as well. We have "allowed" Miss
Shianna to share her creativity and
nurture with another classroom, we
miss her, but luckily we still get to see
her through out our day!
We are proud to announce that AS OF
THIS TIME the Buzzing Bees are a
class of WALKING TODDLERS! Some
more wobbly than others, but walkers

none the less. GREAT JOB PARENTS!
Practicing skills at home prove to be
super effective!
The children and teachers have been
enjoying as much time outdoors as we
can and have had fun bringing some
nature into our classroom with, crafts,
adding to our story experiences, exploring sensory experiences and as visuals
around our class. We will continue to
do this, so look out for what we experience next!
As always feel free to speak with us
about any ideas or concerns you may
have.
Thank you for sharing your children
with us!

Miss Desirae & Miss Ellen

Hummingbirds News
November has flown by! In November
we welcomed our new teacher Miss
Heather to the Hummingbirds classroom.
The children and teachers had so much
fun helping to prepare a Thanksgiving
meal to share with the whole school for
our Fall Feast! Each classroom made a
dish to contribute and the Hummingbirds made stuffing. The children
helped to chop celery and carrots to add
to the stuffing. Everyone got a turn
mixing all the ingredients, tit was a
real team effort!

School Age News
In School Age we have been busy! We
worked on making turkeys for the art
board! We also got to help Miss Valorie
make big cozy pillows for the toddlers
upstairs! For December we will be
working on snowmen and snowflakes!
We are excited for all that the winter
season has in store!

Miss Lisa

Our class loves to be creative. We have
been exploring different ways to create
and use paint, glue, stamps, and clay.
We have even practiced using scissors!
The excitement, accomplishment, and
success on their faces was magical.
We’re looking forward to the Holiday
Season that is quickly approaching.
One way we will be celebrating in the
Hummingbirds is to continue to talk
about and work on being kind to one
another.

Miss Erin & Miss Heather
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Ready Set for Kindergarten News
November flew by in the RSFK classrooms; we finished our unit on outdoors
and camping and have begun our new
unit. This month we started our health,
safety, and nutrition theme, we have
discussed many wonderful things such
as healthy foods, a fireman’s job, and
how to keep germs away. During December we will continue to discuss the
topic of health with a focus on doctors
and nurses. If any parent/ guardian
would like to come in to talk about
their job in the health industry we
would love to listen!

RSFK the children all made meat and
cheese roll ups, they had so much fun
getting to eat what they made. Each
child even has their own apron now for
when we do more cooking activities,
any suggestions are welcome.
We hope everyone has a happy and
healthy holiday season!

Miss Nicole, Miss Kelsey, &
Miss Ashley

During November the children all had
a holiday feast, each classroom made a
different food item. Downstairs in

Butterflies News
This past month our butterflies
were excellent in transitioning to a
new face in the room. Although
most knew Miss Shianna from being around the building, a few
needed a week, or two to warm up.
We all seem to be comfortable
now. Throughout the month we
had fun investigating new toys in
the classroom. The butterflies en-

joyed exploring sensory through
many times of painting and even
mashing sweet potatoes for our
Fall Feast, however some of us
preferred eating the sweet potatoes
as well. We sure do love making
messes in the butterfly room and
we're thrilled to see how many
messes we can make next month

with all of our December holiday
activities coming up.
Miss Shianna & Miss Stephanie

Items Needed for Outdoor Play Space



Pots and pans



Tree slices



Strainers, measuring cups, sifters, muffin tins



Log rounds



Paint brushes



Branches sticks



Shampoo bottles ( empty)



Shells



Quilts and comforters



Milk crates



Flashlights



Rain gutters & connectors



Watering cans

We are looking for gently used items that you may



Buckets

have around the house or yard. These items will be



PVC pipe and connectors

used to enhance our outdoor play and encourage crea-



Gardening tools: rakes, gloves, wagons, strainers,

tive open-ended learning experiences. If you have any

etc.

questions please email Miss Kristin

Large kitchen utensils, wooden & metal spoons

educationcenter@newmilfordumc.org

spatulas, etc.

Thank you!




Cardboard boxes



Cardboard carpet tubes



Scarves and material to drape

10 Ways Babies Learn When We Sing to Them
By Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer

1. Bonding – When you sing to

2.

3.

4.

your baby, they bond with you
and your voice. Singing makes
yours the first and most important voice in her life. Your baby
learns that you LOVE him!
Transitions – Babies feel safe
when life is predictable. A song
for waking up, sleeping, and
other routine transitions and
activities helps them know
what comes next.
Language – Language is in
itself musical, and when you
sing and speak, your baby
learns about words, language,
and communication. Through
your singing, baby’s language
comprehension begins.
New words – While you sing
and hold your baby, you introduce new vocabulary. When
you hold up a stuffed dog as

5.

6.

7.

8.

you sing about a dog, baby
learns to associate the name
of that toy with the words you
sing. When you sing about
parts of the body and kiss your
baby’s feet or tickle his tummy,
he learns new words.
Rhythm and rhyme – Music
includes rhythm and rhyme,
again, part of our language. In
time, babies will recognize
rhymes and rhythms.
Play – Singing is one of many
methods of play and “singplay” is a fun way to interact
with babies.
Family fun – Singing is a great
way to involve older siblings in
welcoming a new baby to the
home. Singing to and playing
with the baby builds a bond
between siblings. Make singing
a family activity.
Singing names – A baby can
learn his name by hearing it in

songs. Try substituting your
baby’s name for other words in
songs so he hears his name
sung over and over again.
9. Listening skills – Like reading, singing is an activity that
requires listening. It's another
opportunity for your baby to
begin to understand language
and feelings expressed
through language and singplay.
10. LOVE – All of the above boils
down to using your singing
voice as a way to express love.
Babies don't care if you are a
great singer. They only care
that you are singing to THEM!
In their eyes (and their ears),
you'll be a star!
Cathy and Marcy are trailblazers in children's and family music. They play dozens
of instruments from banjo and mandolin, to
electric guitar, steel drum, and ukulele.
Learn more about them online at http://
www.cathymarcy.com/.

